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Hands Up Education, a not for profit organisation from the UK. The core team are all 
Classics teachers.
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Our new Latin course for Secondary schools (aimed at students from 11 to 16 years 
old, starting Latin from scratch)
Suburani = people from the Subura, a poor neighbourhood in Ancient Rome
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All income generated by Suburani will be invested into supporting and growing 
Classics teaching in the UK and internationally.
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Our course aims to redress the balance and have storylines focusing on people from 
across the Roman Empire (not just Rome/Britain), have women and girls feature as 
primary characters in the narrative, write about an ethnically, geographically and 
socially diverse group of people, from slaves and poor people to the wealthy and 
powerful.
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Reading method course, with a focus on inductive language teaching (students pick 
up their language skills through reading a lot of stories that gradually increase in 
difficulty, with grammar and syntax knowledge there to support their understanding 
only. However, we aim to work with a wider variety of teaching situations too:
Those on tight timetables
Those doing English - Latin translation
Those speaking Latin in the classroom
Those with a lot of teaching time who want to delve deeper into grammatical 
discussions than reading courses normally do
Civilisation source-based approach: start from sources and let children make 
decisions themselves about what they tell us about the ancient world

Our team has unparalleled experience in creating software to help Latin teaching in 
the classroom. Our new course will be supported by:
Interactive text explorers (SPQR)
Auto-marking software
Pupil tracking
Attractive online version of the textbook & activities for use on interactive 
whiteboards, student computers, iPads etc
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Suburani will include pages on history topics and mythology sections to introduce 
students to a wider understanding of the classical world
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Set in Rome, to begin with, in 64 AD (year of the Great Fire of Rome), starting out in 
the Subura
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A street scene from the Subura: does this match your expectations of Ancient Rome? 
(If not: why not?
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Link to Story 1: Sabbina (read Latin together)
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A cast of characters from the poorer end of the city: Faustus, Rufina, Sabina, Gisco & 
Catia, Currax & the parrot
As well as a wealthy young man (Lucilius)
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Overview of the topics of the first six chapters:
The Subura (life for the poor)
Rome (the layout of the city in 64 AD)
Ludi: chariot racing, the Circus Maximus
Religio: religion in the city of Rome (including Christianity, Vestal Virgins)
Sanitas: bathing, water, and sanitation in Rome
Servitudo: slavery 
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Overview of the plot of the rest of the course

13



Digital learning resources: interactive text readers (links through to “nox”)
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Digital resources: auto-marking translation activities
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Civilisation source-based approach: start from sources and let children make 
decisions themselves about what they tell us about the ancient world
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Other resources: more in depth language notes, civilization notes, teacher’s guides
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Portugal case study
Opportunities for other countries: we will give the rights to use the course, you 
translate it, make edits if desired, create your own ancillary materials and publish: 
you take the profits, as long they go back into supporting Classics teaching in your 
country
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